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Tim Majorins 

Scripture Passage: Hosea 6:1-3 - Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may 

heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bandage us up. After two days he will revive us; on the 

third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know; let us press on to know the 

Lord; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that 

water the earth. (ESV) 

Devotional: God’s Ambushing Love 

God told Hosea to marry a woman who would break his heart over and over. As a final blow, she runs 

off with another man and is ultimately drawn into bad company. Now, his wife is being sold as a slave 

and God tells Hosea to do the unthinkable - buy her back! He shells out 165 grams of silver and 330 

liters of barley to rescue the woman who threw his love away. This is all a picture of God’s crazy 

redeeming love for me when I wander and abandon Him. 

Look at the verses above again. I am aware that God often disrupts my life on purpose - so He can 

heal me, bandage me and revive me. Sometimes the disruptions hurt. In the middle of disruption 

everything is murky, uncertain, even frightening.  

But the promise is there. In the right time, in two or three days (in other words, according to His 

timeline), He will raise me up so I can live... before Him. The promise comes with reassurance that He 

is going out ahead of me, as sure as the dawn comes each day. He invites me to follow; to press in to 

know Him.  

I love that His “showing up” to me is described like spring rain showers that water the earth. Recently, 

I’ve been watching those rains nurture the tender vegetable sprouts in my garden. I’m aware that the 

small sprouts of faith and trust in my heart need the kind of tender care described here. Because, in 

contrast to His “rain shower” love, my love for Him is (verse 4) “like a morning cloud, like the dew that 

goes away early.”  

Sometimes His love feels like an unwelcome ambush... but it is unrelenting! 

What about you? 

How is God disrupting your life in order to bandage, revive and raise you up? Is it the disruption of a 

pandemic? Is it someone who is breaking your heart? Is it something else? 

How has your love for Him been like a morning cloud or dew that vanishes early in the day?  

Would you risk sitting awhile in the promise of verses 2 & 3? Maybe find a quiet place to sit and read 

through all 11 verses of Hosea chapter 6. Then sit in the promises you find there and imagine God 

looking you in the eyes and speaking the words to you directly. 


