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Scripture Passage: Numbers 6:24-26 - “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 

(NIV) 

Devotional: Breathe those familiar words in. Hold them in your heart. We have been surrounded by 
far too many curses of late. Curses directed towards us, our government, police officers, those who 
look like us or nothing like us. Some have been uttered for action or inaction. God help us, but some 
have flown from our own mouths, muttered under our breaths, or kept secret in our hearts. 

I have felt the rage of injustice, unfairness fill my heart. These days there is so much of it, everywhere 
you look, and darkness threatens to fill our souls. However, justified those feelings are, we are not 
called to this brothers and sisters. We may be called to action, but we are not called to reaction. 
Action takes thought and consideration; reactions are too often the response of the darkness. And 
when we do this, the enemy wins and darkness gains ground. 

Paul challenged us to think about things differently in 2 Corinthians 5:16-20: 16 So from now on we 
regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

I encourage you to think in the way of blessings instead of curses so that our responses are 
constructive and filled with the things God calls us to. Philippians 4:8 is so familiar but bears 
repeating. “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. This will put you in a mindset to follow the next verse and respond. Verse 9 says “Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you.” 

Actions flow out of the meditation. Sometimes those actions may be those of an activist and only God 
can show you what is right, and you must act according. (Acts 5:29B: “We must obey God rather than 
man.”) Sometimes, they may be one of intercession. (Matthew 5:44 “But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you.”) 

How do you know what is right? Well do not be hasty, pray, check yourself with Scripture and those 
who know your heart. Then trust in His promises such as Jude 24 “To him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.” (can 
you say this of your actions?) “25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.” 

Finally, friends, “may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord 
be with all of you.” (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 


